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“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they  
shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31

TEAM TANDEM RIDES FOR HCA

They can do it; we know they can! Age is only a number. 

 A couple with an average age of 59 years young will ride a tandem bicycle from the HCA parking lot to the Mackinac 
Bridge.  On June 12th-16th Randy and Suellen Hadley will set out on a 300 mile trek in 5 days (with alternate makeup days of 
Saturday and Sunday in case of storms). Their riding schedule will be as follows:

Day 1: HCA to Comstock Park

Day 2: Comstock Park to Reed City

Day 3: Reed City to Houghton Lake

Day 4: Houghton Lake to Gaylord

Day 5: Gaylord to the Mackinac Bridge

 
Why are they doing it? Because they love cycling and HCA. We will be collecting pledge donations at HCA or at  
http://tinyurl.com/TeamTandem17. Your support would mean a lot and be used to equip students to impact the world for 
Christ. We have already raised over $1000 for this project. 
 
Be sure to check-out Randy & Suellen’s daily adventure blogs at http://tinyurl.com/TeamTandem17.  Watch two HCA eagles 
soar on one bike; no pain, no gain; Mackinac or bust!
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ALUMNI
by Teri Cross

My name is Teri Cross and I am excited to take on the role of HCA alumni coordinator.  I am the mother of three HCA alumni:  Jordan—
Class of 2010, Alec—Class 2014, and Bryant—Class of 2016.  My husband David and I have participated in several areas of HCA in the past 20 
years and have been blessed by the relationships that we have built with many of the alumni.  I have a passion to share with the school family 
the impact our alumni are having on the world around them.  We have had several alumni return to HCA to teach, speak and lead worship in 
chapel services, coach our athletic teams, and serve in other areas.  When this occurs, both the alumni and the HCA students are impacted.

I hope to continue to find ways for our alumni to remain 
connected and involved in the school. This year’s alumni basketball 
game at Homecoming was a great example.  The game was successful 
in bringing back not only former players, but also their classmates and 
families.  

My first goal is to gather the current contact information for 
all alumni. Please send your current email and mailing address to 
davetericross14@att.net. 

As you pray for our school, please pray for our amazing alumni 
as they continue to build on the foundation that was started at HCA! 

FUN CHALLENGES
by Sheila Waltermire

French Fry Walk. Toxic Waste. Traffic Jam. “What are these things?” you ask. They are all 
names of team-building activities used to challenge HCA’s secondary students. In early March, all 
7-12 grade students vacated HCA and spent the day at the Amigo Centre in Sturgis, Michigan. 
The wonderful staff at Amigo used twelve different activities to help our students learn the 
importance of teamwork, communication, leadership and “followship.” In the morning, students 
worked together with the others in their grade to solve the “Almost Infinite Circle,” deactivate 
the “Time Bomb” and do four other fun activities. The afternoon was spent much the same way 
doing six activities in a group with same-gender students from every grade.

We also had two chapel sessions. Our morning session was a challenge from Youth For 
Christ’s Campus Life Director Scott Miller. Scott challenged us to not let our cell phone usage 
carry us into sin and to find someone with whom we can be honest about the areas of life where 
we struggle. In the afternoon, Matt Ropp, Director of the Amigo Centre, challenged us to step 
back from the busyness of life and take time to be quiet before the Lord.

Overall, the “Spiritual 
Emphasis” day seemed to be 
a success. It was a fun break from school and was an encouragement in our 
spiritual walk. When asked about the day, senior Anna Wolfe commented that 
“leadership and teamwork go hand-in-hand.” Classmate Leah Fernandez said 
it was emphasized to her that “we all have different strengths that come in 
handy in different situations.”

Throughout the day the Amigo staff commented on the great attitude of 
the HCA kids. They noted in particular that they were impressed with some 
classes’ ability to listen to each other and think creatively - a goal we have for 
all of our students.

Jana Davis summarized the big-picture goal, learning “that staying in my 
comfort zone isn’t going to fulfill God’s plan for me and I’m not going to grow 
in my walk if I stick to what’s familiar.” We hope that each student realized 
this goal in some form or another.



Exposure to such forceful arguments for the foundational 
doctrines and events of the Christian faith are often pivotal 
experiences for youth, and not only solidify and strengthen their 
own faith, but equip them to present that evidence to others, making 
them more effective witnesses for Christ.

In a world where 50-75% of church-going high school students 
leave the church after they leave high school, nothing could be more 
important than preparing students for the intellectual assaults they 
will encounter, or anchoring their personal relationship with God in 
the backdrop of a faith uniquely conceived in historical fact. 

At Heritage Christian Academy, we strive to do just that.

ARK ENCOUNTER
by John Beck

The Freshman Class took an overnight field trip on March 24 & 
25 to the Ark Encounter built by Answers in Genesis.  Here are the 
reflections of those students and a chaperone on that trip:

“The moment I first saw the life-sized Ark I was amazed at the 
mercy of God.” - Mr. Beck

“It’s so big!  I knew in my mind that it was going to be big, but it 
was even bigger than I expected!” -Chris 

“It was an amazing experience.  I’m glad I got to see the beautiful 
ark.”-Taleah 

“When I first saw it, I was in awe of how much God cared about 
us to spare us and still have so much room.” - Sam 

“It was really cool to see how God was very specific in his 
directions that Noah carried out.” -Cassie 

“The ark was amazing and very realistic, there was a lot of detail 
that fascinated me.” - Raegan

We all owe a special debt of gratitude to a generous sponsor who 
covered the cost of the entire hotel bill.  The students and chaperones 
were able to enjoy a good night’s sleep, hot shower, and a hot meal 
after a seven hour van ride.  Thank you to our special sponsor!

A FAITH GROUNDED IN EVIDENCE
Heritage Students Meet Dr. Gary Habermas

by Mia Langford
Christian movies knocked one 
out of the park this year with The 
Case for Christ. The 2017 movie 
tells the true story of journalist 
Lee Strobel’s atheistic quest 
-- prompted by the conversion 
of his wife to Christianity -- to 
debunk the Christian faith. 
During his investigation, Strobel 
encounters Dr. Gary Habermas, 
who coined a method to show 

the historicity of the resurrection of Jesus called 
“The Minimal Facts” approach. The evidence provided by Habermas 
and others such as William Lane Craig propels Strobel toward the 
disconcerting conclusion that the Christian faith may actually be 
based on fact. Strobel becomes a committed Christian, going on to 
write a series of books starting with The Case for Christ that have 
sold millions of copies.

The lives of Lee Strobel and the students of HCA intersected 
this year when Dr. Gary Habermas came to speak to HCA students 
in February. 

A distinguished research professor of philosophy and 
apologetics at the Liberty University School of Divinity, Dr. 
Habermas has dedicated his professional life to the examination 
of the relevant historical, philosophical, and theological issues 
surrounding the death and resurrection of Jesus. He is considered 
by many to be the world’s foremost expert on the evidence for the 
resurrection of Jesus.

HCA students were able 
to hear some of that evidence 
from Habermas first-hand 
in a special assembly where 
Habermas compared and 
contrasted the hallmarks of 
accurate eyewitness testimony 
against compromised 
testimony.
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WELCOME TO THE HCA FAMILY!
HCA had the joy and privilege of welcoming eight new students during second semester.  We’re 
thankful to the Lord for bringing them our way!  Be sure to take the opportunity to get to know 
Aanya Bothof (5th grade), Logan Jager (11th grade), Gredin Conley (10th grade), Adam Filcek 

(10th grade), Brendan Garlock (11th), Taleah Corsi (9th grade), Caelinn Morris (7th grade), and 
Isaiah Bothof (5th grade).

Congratulations to HCA’s 5th grader, Molly 
Kramer, for being 
awarded Honorable 
Mention in the 
Kalamazoo County 
Celebrates Elderhood 
Writing Contest!  
Molly was honored in 
chapel on Wednesday, 
April 26th along side 
her “nana”, Betty 
Hendrickson about 
whom the essay was 
written.
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GOD’S PLAN FOR MADI 
Proverbs 16:9 - A man’s heart plans his way, but the Lord 

directs his steps. - by Kerry Woolford
Many years on the 

mission field have taught 
us that we can make our 
plans, but God takes those 
plans in directions we never 
could have imagined. Off 
and on, since 2005, we have 
made Kalamazoo our home 
every time we have returned 
from serving as missionaries 
in Ecuador and Costa 
Rica. It was while we were 
living in Ecuador that our 
third daughter, Madison, 
was tested for learning 

disabilities. While we knew she was struggling to learn and was 
getting farther and farther behind her peers, we were not prepared 
for just how severe her deficit had become. At 12 years old, we 
needed to get her help soon. The school where she was tested offered 
the help she needed, however, it was 8 hours away from where we 
were living at the time. 

At this time we were completing the ministry project we were 
involved in and would be returning again to Kalamazoo, but we felt 
we needed to go where Madison could get the help she needed. So 
we searched for schools in Michigan that offered the NILD therapy 
we had been told about. Imagine our surprise when Heritage 
Christian Academy showed up in that search!
 We arrived in Kalamazoo in March of 2014, and enrolled Madi 
in HCA to begin in the fall. There she would receive the help she 
needed in the Learning lab through the Discovery program. We 
made our plans, but God continued to direct our steps and open 
doors! 
 When Madi first began receiving therapy, she was timid and 
reserved. She knew her parents were concerned about her, and that 
scared her. She knew that she didn’t know what she was supposed 
to know for her age, she knew other kids noticed, and that scared 
her…a lot. Madi was faced with a decision — give in to her fears and 
be controlled and defined by them, or trust that God’s plan for her 
life was a good one, that he would help her face her difficulties and 
use them to make her stronger. 
 What the HCA and the Discovery Program have provided for 
Madi goes beyond just academic instruction. Jean, Allison and her 
Learning Lab tutors gave her a safe environment to understand 
how God made her and the encouragement to discover all that she 
can be with His help. When Madi was first tested back in Ecuador, 
the results revealed a deficit of 3 to 4 grade levels in most areas. 
As she completes her third year in the program, she is now able 
to work at grade level in all subjects except Math, in which she is 
just slightly behind. While we are amazed at the progress she has 
made academically, we are even more thrilled about the spiritual 
leadership and mentoring that her therapists and tutors have given 

her. They prayed with her, challenged her and guided her not only 
academically, but also socially, emotionally and spiritually. While 
her education is important, those are the things that will help her 
face every situation for the rest of her life.
 Note from Madi:
“The Learning Lab has benefited me in many ways.  They have helped 
me with my academics and have given me the tools I need for life.  I 
used to get overwhelmed by certain assignments but through the help 
from Discovery and the Learning Lab I can manage much more.  I 
highly recommend this program.  I want to thank all my teachers who 
have helped me get where I am now.”

MRS. BLUM’S FOURTH GRADERS 
MINISTER AT PARK VILLAGE PINES

By Debbie Blum
 Park Village Pines is located in Kalamazoo and offers assisted 
living, specialized care, memory care & home care services for 
seniors and the elderly who have basic care needs.  It has become 
tradition each year for the fourth graders to visit the residents 
at Park Village Pines on a regular basis.  Not only does this give 
students an opportunity to fulfill part of our mission here at HCA 
in “preparing students for a life of service” but it also helps them 
discover the joy that can come in reaching out to others.
 When asked why they enjoy going, this is what some of the 
fourth graders had to say:

“I feel like I can make the people happy.”
“I like to see the residents’ faces light up when we enter the room.”
“I like the residents to have some fun.”
“I like to hear the residents laugh.”
“I like meeting new people.” 

 The fourth grade class visited the residents of Park Village Pines 
on the third Friday of every month throughout the school year.  
Most of the time they just took board games and played with the 
residents.  Other times they did something special like in December 
when they used their own money to make Christmas presents for 
their elderly friends.  After the class presented their gifts to the 
residents, they sang Christmas carols with them.  
 The fourth graders were thankful for the opportunity to serve 
the Lord in this way as many of the them connected and played with 
the same one or two residents each month and developed a special 
relationship with 
them by the end of 
the year.   We are 
thankful for places 
such as Park 
Village Pines that 
we can partner 
with to help fulfill 
HCA’s mission in 
the lives of our 
students.



PLAY BALL 
by Becki Gorton

 For many years there has been a vision of building a baseball 
field on Heritage Christian’s campus. The Eagle Backers, with the 
support of the School Board, began a Baseball Task Force with Joel 
Schoonbeck as the Project Manager in the winter of 2016. After 
scouting out the property and putting together a Three Phase build, 
based on the cost of needed items, we knew our “Field Of Dreams” 
could happen.  
 

Our Phase One Build was the bare minimum—a backstop and safe, 
playable field.   In February, Balkema Sitework and Development 
began the process of moving dirt to convert the practice soccer 
field to a baseball diamond. Many volunteer gave countless hours 
to help get the field ready. A volunteer not only donated supplies 
for the scorer’s box, but also built it.  We are excited to be deep into 
Phase Two, which includes an outfield fence (completed on 4/19) 
and dugouts, which we hope to have completed before the end of 
this season. It will include placing topsoil, hydro-seeding left field, 
completing fencing around the field, installing netting to protect 
adjacent neighborhood, and purchasing aluminum bleachers, a 
batting cage, and a pitching machine. Your continued prayers and 
contributions are appreciated as we complete the project in its 
entirety as funds become available.  
 Team captain Noah Taylor had this to say: “As a senior, I’m 
thankful that God has given me the opportunity to help build 
the baseball field. It is truly awesome to see that dream become a 
reality!”  The Eagle Backers have been amazed to see how the Lord 
has been working not just to meet our needs for the new baseball 
field but to abundantly exceed what we expected to have completed 
for our Season Opener. It has been a blessing to have our baseball 
players practice at HCA instead of commuting to West Portage Little 
League, from where we have previously rented field usage.  Because 
of financial donors and the help of many volunteers our new baseball 
field was ready for our first game. The Field Dedication took place 
on Thursday, April 20 before our Season Opener.
 From alumnus and 2017 Varsity Baseball Coach, Thomas Olds:
“The field is an absolute dream-come-true. First and foremost, I 
thank God for everything He has provided. Then I would like to 
thank everyone who got their hands dirty and helped with the 
construction of the field. Lastly, I would like to thank everyone who 
supported the field financially, with supplies and through prayer.  
 “The field creates an amazing opportunity both for our team as 
well as the school. Having a true home field will make the team more 

competitive, encourage participation, and create a sense of pride 
in defending our home turf. It is truly an honor and privilege to be 
coaching the first ever Heritage Christian Academy baseball team on 
our own turf! “GO EAGLES!”

MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS 
Celebrating Families 

by Marilyn Moore, Director of Music

 On March 17th and 18th, the middle and high school choirs 
presented Martin and Blane’s classic musical, “Meet Me in St. Louis”. 
 The story is about a family living in St. Louis, Missouri, just 
before and during the time of the World’s Fair that was hosted by 
that city in 1904. As the show unfolds, we become invested in the 
lives of the Smith family, and begin to care 
about what happens to them.  Through 
their squabbles, pranks, misunderstandings 
and miscommunications, we get a very 
clear sense that at the center of it all, 
this family loves each other, and when it 
comes down to it, will be there to love 
and support each other no matter what 
may happen.  In today’s language, they 
definitely “have each other’s backs”.  
This picture of an enduring marriage, 
siblings who genuinely care about one 
another, and a family who loves and 
supports each other even though the members of that 
family are far from perfect, is a refreshing wind of hope in a society 
that so desperately wants and needs that kind of unconditional and 
enduring love.  The cast and crew of the show were happy to share 
this joyful hope and laughter to their audience.  
 Thank you to all of you who attended and supported the show.  
Also a huge thanks to all the parents of cast and crew members, 
without whom we could not even begin to attempt to produce 
a show of this magnitude. In spite of all the work and expense, I 
strongly feel that this annual opportunity for students to participate 
in a project that encompasses all the fine arts is a unique component 
of our school.  They learn so much about themselves, they forge 
strong friendships that continue outside of Heritage, and their God 
given talents are stretched and grown in ways that can never be done 
inside the classroom.  Thank you, Heritage family, for continuing 
to value this important part of our HCA culture by supporting the 
musical with your participation, volunteering, and donations.  The 
students and I say “THANK YOU!”
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GOING ONCE, GOING TWICE, SOLD!  
by Dawn Zøndervan

 Thanks to many hard working hands and hearts, a beautifully 
decorated gym complete with delicious smells of hot and cold 
hors d’oeuvres greeted about 150 bidders on Saturday, April 22 for 
HCA’s AUCTION at The Point on 10th Street.
 At 5 pm doors opened to starting bids at the three silent 
auction tables.  Tables were filled with many beautiful themed 
baskets, most created by HCA classes, and many other new and/
or handmade specialty and one-of-a-kind items.  Master of 
Ceremonies, Jeff Awe, did a great job of keeping people entertained 
and announced several winners of wonderful door prizes from 
area businesses.   Bids bounced back and forth between a few fierce 
competitors for about an hour before the tables came to a close and 
the scene was set for the live auction.
 Auctioneer Chad TerAvest intertwined humor while engaging 
the audience in a fast paced sequence of friendly-fire bidding.   
Mixed in the live auction items was a request for bids to “Sponsor 
a Child” in various increments.   It was very moving to watch 
many, many people raise their paddles to cover the cost of $8,295 

in tuition assistance that evening.   If you would like to be included 
in “Sponsoring a Child” ($35/day for 1 day, or any number of days) 
we would be happy to add your tax deductible gift to the total.  You 
can do this by visiting our website, hcaeagles.org, and clicking the 
“Donate” button, or by sending a check to the school with “Sponsor 
a Child” in the memo line. 
 At the end of the night, total proceeds for the auction was just 
over $31,000.   Special thanks goes to Shari Vermeulen and her 
team for her hours and hours of planning, traveling, gathering and 
organizing this event.  We have some expenses trickling in yet, 
but we praise God for the wonderful night of fellowship and the 
generous outpouring of this financial gift to Heritage through 
this event.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
“They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall mount up with wings as eagles, they  

shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.” Isaiah 40:31
May 22 – Golf Outing May 25 - Graduation, Berean Baptist 

Church
August 28 - First Day of School


